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Reporter

School shootings have become
more common over the last few
years. Frighteningly, they can
happen anywhere and anytime. If
Oklahoma Rep. Jason Murphey,
R-Guthrie, has his way, some of
our fellow students could soon be
vigilantes.

House Bill 2513 would allow
students to carry firearms on
campus if they are over 21 and
licensed to carry a concealed
weapon. Active-duty military
and honorably discharged
veterans are also included. The
bill applies only to public colleges
and universities. In February, it
was approved 14-2 by the House
Judiciary and Public Safety
Committee. It is now moving on

un to school:
House Bill 2913

It’s just not
fool proof.

- Eastern President
Dr. Stephen E.
Smith

to the Senate.

“[House Bill 2513] will
eliminate an environment
conducive to learning,” said
Eastern Oklahoma State College
President Dr. Stephen Smith.
“We want our students to feel safe
in the classroom.”

Some other Oklahoma
representatives are not so sure
about the bill. Rep. Paul Roan
voted against the bill. If a

see HB 2513 page 5

Anyone can be an
identity theft victim

Ryan DeGiacomo

Copy Editor

“Right now, someone could be
opening a bank account in your
name.”

With these startling words
and a staid expression, Lynette
Bourne began her presentation
on identity theft awareness. As
she simultaneously gained the
interest of suddenly attentive
Eastern students in Pratt Little
Theater, Bourne resumed her
introduction. As a Certified
Identity Theft Risk Management
Specialist (CITRMS), Bourne
works for Pre-Paid Legal
Services, Inc. She travels to
businesses, schools and other sites
throughout Oklahoma to present
her informative culmination and
raise awareness pertaining to
identity theft.

Identity theft is a term with
which most have recently become

acquainted within the past
decade. Few realize its frequency
in occurrence and its potency in
detriment. Five different routes
criminals take in identity theft
were explored in the forum-
like presentation. By means of
obtaining one’s driver’s license,
social security number, medical
information/records, character/
criminal records, or vital financial
information, a criminal can
succeed in stealing an identity.
Through the gaining of any
one piece of this information, a
person’s name and record can
be marred. Bourne introduced
these five sources criminals use
as a shock to most students.
“Identity theft is not just about
credit cards,” Bourne said.

Once the damage is done and
an identity is stolen, the chances
of catching the culprit who

see Theft page 2

HELPING EACH OTHER

Honors student, Brittany Stephens helps Braylen Duncan with his homework in the East Cafeteria after school. The
Honors Program initiated a mentoring program on the Eastern Oklahoma State College campus. Braylen is the son of
Brenton and Elizabeth Duncan. Photo by Naomi Miller

T Emily Hassler .,

Columnist

Recently the members of
the Eastern Honors Program
have been mentoring and
tutoring elementary students
on Mondays and Wednesdays
on the Wilburton campus.
The tutoring sessions usually
involve the children and
grandchildren of Eastern’s
extended family and last two
hours in the East Cafeteria.

The Honors Program
believes that this step 1is
important tothe children, by not
only helping out academically,
but by developing self-esteem
and social skills. Each day
that students are tutored,
they are able to ask college
students questions and learn
in a positive environment.

Of course, what would
homework time be without
snacks? Another highlight of
the time the kids spend with
their mentors is snack-time.
And when the students finish
their homework, they are
rewarded with a little outside
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Takara Hawkins goes over some homework with Ashton OH during the Eastern
Honors after-school mentoring program. Ashton is the daughter of Kim Oftt.
Photo by Naomi Miller

time. This normally consists of
action-packed games of freeze
tag and kickball.

While the mentoring
program is set up to help out
the elementary students, it is
benefiting the college kids as
well. The Honors Program allows
interaction between two age
groups that may not otherwise
take place and has been a success

so far this year.

Eastern Honors program
members participating include
Mandy Atkinson, Kalah Smith,
Randy Tipton, Justin Casey,
Katie Martin, Emily Hassler,
Jamie Mouser, Trevor Neering,
Parker Richey, Takara Hawkins,
Brittany Stephens, Blane Stacy,
Megan Pitts, Eric Shaw, Tyler
Price and Jacquie Meyer.

Eastern’s PTK earns fifth consecutive 5-Star status

Eastern’s chapter of PTK was recently
“5-Star Chapter Award. Pictured front row, from left, Eric Shaw, President; Cole
Dalmont, Student Senate Rep. and Randy Tipton, VP of Scholarship. Back row,
Kara Haile, VP of Fellowship; Mandy Atkinson, VP of Leadership; Kalah Smith, VP
of Service; Whitley Allen, Secretary and Jacquelyn Meyer, member.

awarded several honors, including the

Patsy Robertson . .eeeee
— Reporter

Eastern Oklahoma State
College Theta Pi chapter of Phi
Theta Kappa recently returned
from the Arkansas/Oklahoma
Regional Conference in Ardmore
with several honors, including
the highest “5-Star Chapter
Award” that any local honor
society chapter can achieve. This
marks the fifth straight year that
Eastern’s chapter of PTK has
earned the status.

“I am really proud of the
officers and the members who
helped make this year a success,”
said Brenda Kennedy, PTK
adviser. “Achieving 5-Star status

is hard work and challenging
at times, but in the end, very
rewarding.”

PTK received 1st place in
the Arkansas/Oklahoma Region
Leadership Hallmark Award, 5th
place in the Arkansas/Oklahoma
Region Service Hallmark Award,
Jacquelyn Meyer (Preston)
received 1st place Arkansas/
Oklahoma Region Distinguished
Chapter Member Award and
Eric Shaw received 3rd place
Arkansas/Oklahoma Region
Distinguished Chapter President
Award.

Chapter projects for PTK
throughout the year included
Voice Voter registration and the
Toys for Tots program.

I am really
proud of the
fflcers and
members who
helped make this
year a success.

- Brenda Kennedy

Phi Theta Kappa is a national
scholastic honor society with
local chapters at colleges and
universities across the United
States.

The PTK new member
induction for the spring semester
will be held at 3 p.m. on March
30 in the Ballroom.






