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Editor

Interns who participate in year-
long ammunition management 
and safety training at the Defense 
Ammunition Center (DAC) 
located at the McAlester Army 
Ammunition Plant will now be 
able to earn credits towards a 
college degree at the same time.  
Eastern Oklahoma State College 
has recently been given approval 
by the Oklahoma State Regents 
for Higher Education to grant an 

Associate in Applied Science in 
Ammunition Management and 
Safety to DAC interns before 
they spend a year in the field. 

“Depart of the Army interns 
entering the DAC training 
programs are the future leaders 
of two Army ammunition career 
programs,” DAC Director Gary 
Carney said. “The collaboration of 
Eastern toward their development 
is greatly appreciated.”

Eastern President Dr. Steve 
Smith says the program can only 
enrich and provide college degree 
opportunities to DAC interns. 

“The development of this 
program is another example of 
the partnership Eastern has had 
with the Defense Ammunition 
Center over the years.  

“For those students that do 
not have a college degree, this 
will provide them an opportunity 

to earn an associates degree as 
they take their DAC classes,” 
he said.  

C h i e f  o f  K n o w l e d g e 
Management for  the DAC 
Training Directorate, Dr. Upton 
Shimp, said that “many of 
our interns enter the training 
program without college degrees. 
“This partnership affords them 
the opportunity to increase their 
academic knowledge at the same 

time they are receiving highly 
specialized career training. 
That’s a powerful combination 
for leveraging their civilian 
career opportunities,” he said.  
According to Eastern Vice 
President for Academic Affairs, Dr. 
Karen Harrison, approximately 
60 DAC interns the program

Eastern offering new degree in ammunitions safety

Eastern Oklahoma State College welcomed Rep. 
Lisa J. Billy Oct. 8 as the sixth speaker in the Julian 
J. Rothbaum Lectureship Series held at the Mitchell 
Hall Auditorium. Billy, District 42 representative from 
Purcell, spoke on various topics from legislature, to 
breaking stereotypes. The Rothbaum Lectureship is 
designed to enhance the ability of Eastern to bring 
to the campus recognized authorities to address 
issues of public affairs at the national, state or lo-
cal level. Hartshorne native Rothbaum donated 
$25,000 to the EOSC Development Foundation that 
was matched by the Oklahoma State Regents for 
Higher Education to become an endowed fund 
within the foundation to make the lectureship an 
annual event. Above, Billy speaks to a crowd of 
nearly 500 in the Mitchell Hall Auditorium on the 
Wilburton campus. Right, Billy delivers her speech 
titled, “From Teepees to Casinos: The Evolution of 
Tribal Nations in Oklahoma.” 
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Step up, step out 
and speak out

“Gold to Green” Oklahoma State Rep. Lisa 
J. Billy addressed a group of 
nearly 500 Eastern students, 
staff, faculty, administration 
and guests in the Mitchell Hall  
Auditorium on the Wilburton 
campus Oct. 8. 

It was the sixth lecture in the 
Julian J. Rothbaum Lectureship 
Series. 

Billy’s lecture titled “From 
Teepees to Casinos: The 
Evolution of Tribal Nations in 
Oklahoma,” covered various 
topics, including legislative bills 
and stereotypes. 

“Don’t battle the person, 
battle their ideas,” Mrs. Billy 
stated. 

“How did we [American 
Indians] go from prosperity to 
poverty?” 

When asked about the 
current state of the nation’s 
economy, Billy  said that other 
states should pattern their 
budgets after Oklahoma’s 
— Oklahoma has millions 
left over after the fiscal year.  
She feels that Oklahoma is 
improving; there is historic 
funding for teachers’ salary, but 
there is still a long way to go. 

The District 42  representative 
serves a number of roles in the 

state and in her community 
—  she serves as the Deputy 
Whip, Vice-Chair of the 
Republican Caucus, she is a 
board member for the Girl 
Scouts Sooner Council and 
C.Y.A.P. 

She also helped form the 
Native American Caucus, 
which is a bi-partisan caucus. 
She serves as the Chairman of 
the International, Federal and 
Tribal Relations Committee. 
Billy is a member of the 
General Government and

From now on,  Eastern 
O k l a h o m a  S t a t e  C o l l e g e 
students will enroll online 
u s i n g  W e b A d v i s o r  o n 
E a s t e r n ’ s  W e b  s i t e . 

According to Chief Technical 
Officer, Jeff Weems, students 
must first talk to their adviser so 
they can provide the information 
that one will need as far as what 
classes should be taken. New 
students will also have to talk to 
an adviser before signing up. 

Then all one has to do is log in 
and register for classes. Students 
should soon receive instructions 
in their school e-mails on 
how to use WebAdvisor.

Weems also added that 
midterm grades are available 
now — so for those students who 

would like to know how they are 
doing in their classes, log on and 
make use of the new program. 

Other  features  inc lude 
t h e  o p t i o n  o f  v i e w i n g 
degree plans and how many 
credits acquired so far. 

Dr. Karen Harrison, Vice 
President for Academic Affairs, 
says that she thinks students will 
appreciate WebAdvisor’s many 
uses because “it is really quick. 
[Students] can immediately 
pull up their schedule or check 
their  midterm grades.” 

She also added that it is 
important to check with your 
adviser before enrolling to ensure 
the correct classes are chosen. 

Spring enrollment is Nov. 
4 for sophomores and Nov. 5 
for  freshmen.  Enrol lment 
is possible the minute after 
midnight on the selected day.
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See Rothbaum, page 3

Enroll online 
for spring with 
WebAdvisor
	 Eastern students will enroll on 
the Web beginning Nov. 4 and 5

See New Degree, page 3

“The state of Oklahoma 
knows that the future is in its 
youth.” 

These were the words of 
Northeastern State University 
President, Dr. Don Bentz as 
he spoke at a press conference 
held on the Wilburton campus 
of Eastern Oklahoma State Col-
lege Oct. 9.

The event was part of a new 
initiative called “Gold to Green” 
aimed at helping Eastern stu-

dents more easily transfer to the 
Tahlequah university.

“We (Eastern) want to en-
hance the transfer rate,” East-
ern President Dr. Stephen Smith 
stated. “We all feel good about 
this and are welcoming it with 
open arms.”

Editor’s note: Because of 
deadlines, The Statesman will 
cover this event more thor-
oughly in our Oct. 24 issue.

BRIDGING FUTURES

Eastern Oklahoma State College President Dr. Stephen Smith, left, and Northeast-
ern State University President Dr. Don Betz sign a proclamation that affirms the two 
schools formal commitment to helping students achieve four-year degrees Oct. 
9 on the Wilburton campus.

“FROM TEEPEES TO CASINOS”




