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Members of the Eastern Oklahoma State College Soils Judging Team winning first place at the American Society 
of Agronomy Region III Soil Judging Contest held in Indiana recently include, from left:  Tansy Grimmett from 
Rattan; Jarrod Lemmons, Rattan; Travis Petty, Buffalo Valley; April Robertson Palmer, Hugo; Elizabeth Adams, 
Soper and Vernon Wilson, Rattan.

Eastern’s Soils team captures top honors
Eastern Oklahoma State 

College Press Release
Not to be outdone by the 

Livestock Judging Teams 
who have recently earned 
national honors, Eastern 
Oklahoma State College Soil 
Judging Team brought first 
place honors from Indiana 
last week. 

Eastern Soil Judging Team 
was invited to participate 
in the American Society of 
Agronomy Region III Soil 
Judging Contest held at West 
Lafayette, IN, on Purdue 
University’s campus farm 
according to Eastern Soil 
Judging Team Coach Leland 
Walker. 

“The contest was designed 
for universities,” he said, 
“but two years ago they 
began inviting junior colleges 
and the two-year colleges 

now have a contest at the 
same time and at the same 
location. 

 “We had the opportunity 
to practice a few days before 
the Oct. 10 competition,” 
Walker said. 

 “Soils in this portion 
of the country developed 
under the influence of glacial 
activities which make them 
quite varied from what 
students are exposed to in 
Oklahoma. This is why the 
activity is so educational for 
our students.”

Walker said Eastern 
students had the opportunity 
to “view and evaluate soils 
which were developed from 
glacial till, glacial kames, till 
plains, loess plains and hill 
slopes and even had the 

After horrible stories of animal abuse at the local animal shelter surfaced around 8 years ago, the Wilburton chapter of PAWS was formed by area 
citizens. Eastern English instructor, Dr. Billye Givens even donated land to help house dogs. Statesman Staff Photo by Krystal Baker

COMMUNITY OFFERS HELP

“These dogs have 
been abandoned and 
need tender loving 
care.”

Barbara Lott
Wilburton PAWS Coordinator

Is your club the most 
spirited on campus?

This year’s Homecoming 
theme is “Mountaineer Spir-
it” and Phi Theta Kappa will 
once again be sponsoring 
the Spirit Stick competition 
throughout the week. 

Points are given to each 
club or organization for club 
members’ participation in all 
of the Homecoming events 
that are sponsored through-
out the celebration.

Sign up sheets will be 
available and students can 
write down ALL of the clubs 
to which they belong, so 
that they may represent all 
of them.

Last year’s Spirit Stick 
went to the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, who will 
be the winner this year?

EASTERN SPIRIT

BREAKING NEWS

Car reported stolen 
from parking lot

A student’s car was report-
ed stolen Friday morning from 
the Johnston Hall parking lot. 

It is described as a red/
maroon 2000 4-door Mazda 
626, Tag# 557ASI. It was last 
seen on Tuesday of this week 
(Oct. 27). 

If anyone knows anything 
about this or has seen it, 
please contact Eastern Cam-
pus Police as soon as possible 
at (918) 448-2365 or (918) 
465-1729. 

COLLEGE VISIT

Southeastern rep will 
visit campus Nov. 16

Elizabeth Stidham, SOSU 
Recruitment Coordinator 
will be on Wilburton’s cam-
pus Nov. 16 to speak with 
Eastern students interested 
in transferring to Southeast-
ern Oklahoma State Univer-
sity. Stidham will be in the 
Student Center from 10:30 
a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 

Eastern and Southeast-
ern are in a 2+2 agreement 
and SOSU offers a $3,000 
scholarship to Eastern stu-
dents transferring with an 
associates degree.

SEE PAWS PAGE 4
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PAWS helping end mistreatment of animals
  •••••••••••••••••••••••
   Krystal Baker

Editor

After obscene stories 
of animal abuse at the 
local  shelter were made 
public, many area citizens 
(and Eastern employees) 
took action. They formed 
a local chapter of PAWS, 
and for  around 8 years 
have been helping end the 
mistreatment of animals in 
the area.
 
How it all started

The Wilburton chapter 
o f  PAWS (Progress ive 
Animal Welfare Safety) 

started officially around 8 
years ago when members 
of the community became 
outraged at the treatment 
of the animals in the local 
shelter. 

There was severe neglect 
at the shelter  —  several 
dogs froze to death during the 
winter and were also killed in 
other inhumane ways. 

Eastern English instructor 
and Division Chair, Dr. Billye 
Kay Givens, had unused land 
and offered it up for use for a 
dog pen area. 

Givens is extremely proud 
of the accomplishments the 
group has made so far.

“It’s come a long way since 
a barn.” 

She admits that it took 
“a lot of people” and a 
“partnership” with the city 
to bring it this far. Volunteers 
and donations are purely 
what keep this shelter for 
neglected canines open. 

Who is involved
Dr. Givens is president 

of the Wilburton PAWS 
chapter. Other members of 
Eastern are involved — staff 
members Rhoda Watkins 
and Ali Martinez work with 
the chapter. There are also 
Wilburton residents who are 

involved. 
The chapter  o f f icers  

a r e  G i v e n s ,  W a t k i n s 
(Vice President), Martinez 
(Secretary/Treasurer) and 
Barbara Lott (Coordinator). 

The members are Caryn 

SEE JUDGING PAGE 2
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  Christen Shaw

Staff Writer

EASTERN  Former Eastern and NBA player chosen 
as the 2009-2010 Hall of Fame inductee

Eastern Oklahoma State 
College Alumni have chosen 
a recipient for the Eastern 
Alumni Hall of Fame. As 
the twenty-sixth inductee 
since the program began 

Sibert chosen for Hall of Fame
in 1988, Sam Sibert is a 
retired National Basketball 
Association athlete, and now 
the successful founder and 
chief executive officer of a 
major utility construction 
corporation. 

He will be officially named 
to the Alumni Hall of Fame 

during the ceremonies at the 
alumni homecoming dinner 
beginning at 6 p.m. Friday 
(Nov. 6) in the Ballroom 
of the Eastern Student 
Center on the Wilburton 
campus.

Sibert is a member of the 
Eastern class of 1970, and 
also a graduate of the

SEE  SIBERT PAGE 4




