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   You will need to answer these questions with thought, putting yourself  in the time period and applying what you have learned to your answer.  You may need to use additional reference materials, but mainly I want you to THINK and give your opinion on these historical questions an support that opinion with fact.

   The paper must be prepared in Microsoft Word.  Other programs such as Microsoft WORKS, Notepad, etc., will not work.  You are to turn in a paper copy AND the Disk or CD it is saved on.  This requirement is necessary because I will be using a computer program to check for plagiarism, and it has these requirements.  If this creates a major problem for you, talk to me.  We will consider your situation.

   The project should be printed in black ink, double-spaced, on white, neatly-edged 8 ½" x 11" paper.  The font chosen should be 12 or 14 points, and 1.25 inch margins are required.  The text of the answer should begin at the left margin not the number. The length of each answer will vary, but a general recommended length is at least three-fourths of a page and no more than one and one half pages per question. Please number your answer with the question number if you do not type the question. Do not turn in paper in plastic sheet protectors. Photocopies are not accepted.

   Plagiarism (the copying of another person’s words and credited ideas) is a crime.  If you are found to be guilty of plagiarism, you will receive a zero on this paper.

   Feel free to ask for help.
1.  Business leaders of the late nineteenth century, such as Carnegie           and Rockefeller, have been described both as greedy and             unscrupulous “robber barons” AND as great “captains of industry”        whose business skills and tactics led to large economic growth.

     Which view do you agree with?  Why?

2.  Your textbook’s authors say that “women were growing more             independent in the urban environment of the cities” in the late             nineteenth century.  What did the city environment have to do with       women’s liberation during this time?  Discuss some of the “new”           activities women were involved with.

3.  If you were a farmer in Kansas in 1887, what would likely be three       of your major problems/challenges?  How would you try to solve          them?

4.  In the 1880's and 1890's, the U.S. government expanded its Indian         boarding school system.  American Indian children were taken             forcibly out of their families and placed in these schools to be             “Americanized.”  The Carlisle School in your text (p. 605 in

     the eleventh edition) is one example of such a school.   Do a bit            more research either using books from the library or the Internet,         and discuss this effort to eradicate all traces of “Injun” in the             American Indian children.  

5.  Had you lived at the time, would you have been in favor of the             Spanish-American War?  Why or why not?

6.  List the five most outstanding achievements of Theodore             Roosevelt’s presidency.  Rank these in order of importance in your        opinion and then discuss why you ranked them in that manner.

7.  President Roosevelt spoke sarcastically about the muckrakers and         their work.  Do you agree with his view of these journalists?  Why         or why not?

8.  Discuss the literature of the 1920's that your text mentions and             that you have studied.  What are the major themes?  

9.   Would you like to have lived in the 1920's?  Why or why not?                Discuss the things you like AND what you would not have liked.  

10.  Select the three most important programs of the New Deal,                explain what they did, and tell why you chose these three.

11.  What are the arguments for and against the Japanese-American              relocation camps used in World War II in America?  Do you agree           with the textbook authors that these camps were “unnecessary              and unfair?”  Why or why not?

12.  Discuss two ways that the U.S. emerged from WWII fundamentally         changed.  Think about national power, economic health, and the           home front.

13.  Discuss two ways that the U.S. emerged from Vietnam                 fundamentally changed.  Think about national power, economic            health, and the home front.

14.  Give your thoughtful opinion of Richard Nixon as president,                 taking into account his personal qualities, his domestic programs,         foreign programs, and the effects of his presidency.  Do you think         he was a “great” president?  Why or why not?

15.  What do you think have been the three most important events         since 1980?   Explain the events in some detail and explain why         you chose these three. 
