Brief Summary of the Vietnam Conflict

***Longest war the U.S. has ever been involved in

***58,000 American men and women died

***$150 billion spent, not counting the costs once servicepeople returned home

             (such as medical treatments for chemical warfare, etc.)

1.  1957—Rebellion against Diem’s corrupt government began

2.  1961—Guerilla infiltration from North Vietnam into South Vietnam greatly

                increased in the fall.

                Pres. John Kennedy sent National Security Council advisors Taylor and

                Rostow to study the situation.  They, along with Secretary of Defense

                McNamara, recommended sending advisors, equipment, and even small

                numbers of troops to aid South Vietnam.

                JFK took it before Congress in November.

3.  1962—More fighting

4.  1963—Diem is overthrown in November and killed.  President Lyndon Johnson

                sends McNamara to Saigon and McNamara reports that South Vietnam

                will surely fall to North Vietnam without help from the U.S.  Johnson is

                convinced we cannot afford to let Vietnam become totally Communist.

5.  1964—In January, the army takes over South Vietnam under the leadership of

                Nguyen Khanh.  Our government held off during the actual revolt and 

                takeover, but now send McNamara over to “win over” Khanh.

                In August, North Vietnam attacked U.S. destroyers (the Aug. 2 attack is

                certain fact; the attack on Aug. 4 has not ever been confirmed by all

                reputable sources, but the media and the president called it “two attacks”).

                LBJ orders air strikes on a North Vietnamese oil depot and four patrol

                boats in retaliation.  

                Congress passes the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, which gives the President

                power to take “all necessary measures” and to “prevent further 

                aggression.”

                General William Westmoreland is appointed commander of U.S. troops 

                for Vietnam.

                LBJ is elected president in his own right.  He is still convinced that if

                South Vietnam fell to the Communists, that all of Asia would fall---the

                “Domino Effect.”

6.  1965—The bombing of North Vietnam by the U.S. begins.  U.S. troops ordered

                 in (Marines arrive in March).  Not much explanation is given to the public.

                 LBJ didn’t want Congress to become too focused on Vietnam—he wanted

                 Congress to work on his domestic policies (The Great Society Plan of 

                 Reforms).

                 April through June—Troops increased, up to 175,000.  This increase was

                 announced to the general public in July.  Many anti-war protests began.

7.  1966—More anti-war protests and fighting

8.  1967—McNamara supposedly urges the reduction in bombings and troops.

                This led to an estrangement between him and LBJ.  McNamara was

                “removed”—was appointed as president of the World Bank.

9.  1968—Clark Clifford was appointed as the new Sec. of Defense.  

                The Tet Offensive began Jan. 30.  This was a major attack on South

                Vietnamese cities by North Vietnamese troops.  It resulted in a 

                HUGE number of casualties, but the main result was not in the military—

                it was a shock to the American public because the govt. had been assuring

                the public that the fighting was slowing down and that the U.S. successes

                were increasing.  

                A further shock came when the My Lai massacre was reported.  In March,

                American troops under the lead of Lt. William Calley killed over 200

                civilians in a village.  Lt. Calley is held as a war criminal.  

                LBJ decides not to run for re-election, and calls for peace talks, which do

                not work out.

                Generals Creighton Abrams and Frederick Weyand take over the command

                of the U.S. forces from Westmoreland.  

10.  1969—Begin withdrawals under the leadership of President Nixon.  He had the

                 policy of “Vietnamization” which meant more training for South 

                 Vietnamese troops as we withdrew ours.

11.  1970—In April, U.S. and South Vietnam troops attack military supply centers

                  at Kampuchea.  Probably helped the military war effort, but the public

                  didn’t understand.  It seemed to the public that we were expanding a

                  war effort when we were supposed to be withdrawing.  This set off a 

                  wave of campus protests, including tragic ones at Kent State and 

                  Jackson State.

                  The Senate repeals the Tonkin Gulf Resolution after Kent State.

12.  1971—Lt. Calley’s trial (My Lai) is held, and he is convicted and given 10 years.

                  The Pentagon Papers is published.  This is a secret government study of

                   the war.  The questions it raised deepened the public mistrust.

13.  1972—There is a major invasion of South Vietnam by North Vietnam.  Nixon

                  renews bombing.  High casualties on both sides lead to the beginning

                  of peace talks.  Nixon’s chief foreign policy advisor Henry Kissinger (later

                  Nixon’s Secretary of State) and Le Duc Tho of North Vietnam meet.

14.  1973—U.S., North Vietnam, and South Vietnam sign a cease-fire on Jan. 27.

                   The U.S. agrees to withdraw troops within 60 days and all sides agree

                   to return prisoners of war.  North Vietnam is allowed to leave 150,000

                   troops in South Vietnam.  Internationally—supervised future elections 

                   are promised.

                   March 29, the last of the U.S. troops leave.

****But peace doesn’t last.  Fighting between North and South Vietnam resumes.

Congress refuses more U.S. involvement and aid money is reduced.

15.  1974—More easy victories for North Vietnam

16.  1975—South Vietnam is forced to retreat from an area called the Central

                  Highlands.  Thousands of civilians fled and died in the fighting for

                  this area (or died of starvation).  This fleeing, this retreat is called the

                  “Convoy of Tears.”

                  The U.S. President was Ford, and he got $300 million from Congress

                  (less than half of what he asked for) to be used to evacuate Americans

                  from Saigon (The Killing Fields, Miss Saigon, etc.).  Saigon was taken 

                  over by North Vietnam and later renamed Ho Chi Minh City.

                  South Vietnam surrenders to North Vietnam.  Thousands of South

                  Vietnamese are imprisoned or disappear.

17.  1976—Vietnam is united.  The Capital City is Hanoi.

