Highlights of Chapters 14, 15, and 16

Chapter 14

1. George Catlin—Painter and supporter of American Indian life;  one of the first to 

          advocate the setting aside of lands to preserve as wilderness areas (i.e.

          national parks)

2. the immigrations by the Irish and the Germans (including the Amish)—the large

          influx of these peoples provided the nation with cheap labor, slums problems,

          and would help the growth of labor unions  (see pages 292-293 and 298-299)

3. Samuel Slater—“Father of the American Factory System”—was a skilled mechanic

          who memorized British machinery parts, etc., and brought them to America

          where he set up his own factories.  He developed the first American machine

          for spinning cotton thread and built the first U.S. textile mill.

4. Eli Whitney—developer of the cotton gin (short for “engine”) which was 50 times

          more efficient than handpicking.  This really tied “King Cotton” to the South.

          His system of interchangeable parts revolutionized other industries also.  

          Whitney would later use this interchangeable parts system to make muskets

          for the government also.

5. Elias Howe and Isaac Singer perfected the sewing machine.

6. Samuel B. Morse developed the telegraph in 1844.  First one went from Washington,

          D.C. to Baltimore, Maryland

7. Cyrus McCormick perfected the first mechanical mower-reaper.

8. the Lancaster Turnpike—was finished in the 1790’s and was the first toll road.  It 

               was the only major highway constructed by the federal govt. before the Civil War

9. The National (or Cumberland) Road—finished in 1852 and reached from western

          Maryland to Illinois

10. Robert Fulton developed the steamboat engine in 1807.

11. The Erie Canal in New York was a project pushed by Gov. DeWitt Clinton.  It was

          built 1817—1825 and connected the Great Lakes with the Hudson River.

12. the Pony Express—a mail shipment system lasting for 18 months;  began in 1860.

          Riders carried mail from St. Joseph, Missouri to Sacramento, CA, experiencing

          great hardships

13. the women in the workforce—important section on page 306—307

Chapter 15
1. the section on religion pages 320—322

          Note the names Peter Cartwright,  a well-known Methodist circuit rider, and 

          Charles G. Finney, a famous revivalist preacher

          Note also in the last paragraphs of this section the comments about the 

          involvement of women in this “saving” and how this would lead to their 

          becoming involved in movements

2. Joseph Smith—the founder of the Church of the Latter Day Saints (Mormon)

               who wrote the Book of Mormon.  The Mormons voted all the same, drilled

               their own militia, and advocated polygamy in the early days, all of which led

               to their being persecuted in many states.  Smith and his brother were murdered

               in 1844, and Brigham Young took over the leadership.  He moved the church

               to Utah.  

3. Three very important leaders of public education in the mid-1800’s were Mann,

          McGuffey, and Webster.  They did major reforms in public education and 

          educational curriculum.

4. Dorothea Dix—a reformer who worked for better treatment of the mentally ill

          and who also did some work on behalf of those in prisons (she herself was

          arrested a couple of times for her protests).

5. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, and Susan B. Anthony—very important

          women’s rights leaders—read the section on women’s rights p. 330—332

6. Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell—first American woman to receive her degree in medicine

          from a recognized medical college

7. Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Convention—1848—launched the modern women’s

               rights movement with its call for equal rights including the right to vote

8. Oneida Colony—a New York commune (utopia) which at first practiced free love and

          birth control—lasted thirty years, primarily because it was able to support itself

          by making and selling nice silverware.  The group abandoned polygamy and 

          communistic practices in 1880.

9. The Shakers—a religious group believing in the very plain living and celibacy;

          became famous for the plain style of furniture they made

10. John J. Audubon—gifted ornithologist and naturalist, known for his study and 

          drawings of birds

11. Stephen Foster—a popular songwriter until he turned alcoholic—“Old Folks At

          Home,”  “Swannee River”

12. Washington Irving—member of the Knickerbocker group of writers;  he was from

          New York and was famous for his folktales with a New England flair, such as

          “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”  and “Rip Van Winkle.”  He also traveled across

          the U.S. including OK and wrote about his trip in A Tour On the Prairies.  He was

          the first U.S. writer of the 1800’s to gain international fame.

13. James Fennimore Cooper—author of the Leatherstocking Tales series, which 

          included The Last of the Mohicans  and The Deerslayer, all of which featured

          his frontiersman Natty Bumpo (aka “Hawkeye”).

14. Ralph Waldo Emerson—was a transcendentalist author; his transcendentalist essays

          explained that every living things has an inner light that lets them find the 

          highest truth;  knowledge does not come from the senses, but from within.

15. Henry David Thoreau—another transcendentalist who was a poet, writer, and

          nonconformist.  Refusing to pay a poll tax because the tax supported the govt.

          and the govt. didn’t do anything about slavery, he was thrown into prison for

          a night.  He wrote Civil Disobedience and Walden: Or Life in the Woods
          (about his two-year stint in a shack in the woods in Mass.).  (Civil 
          Disobedience  is correctly titled On the Duty of Civil Disobedience)

16. Walt Whitman—another poet and essayist;  his books were often banned

          for sexual references;  wrote Leaves of Grass  and “Captain, O My Captain”

17. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow—a folk poet (not a transcen.) who wrote

          “Evangeline,”  “Hiawatha,” and “The Courtship of Miles Standish”  He is

          the only American ever honored with a bust in Poets’ Corner of 

          Westminster Abbey; he was a professor at Harvard also

18. Louisa May Alcott—an author from Mass. who is best known for Little Women
19. Emily Dickinson—a reclusive poet from Mass.  Her poetry is a delight, but her

          agoraphobia was so strong that she would talk to  visitors from her kitchen

          while they were in the living room

20. Edgar Allan Poe—author known for his drug abuse, his marrying his very young

          cousin, and for his creepy, eerie tales such as “The Fall of the House of Usher,”

          “The Black Cat” and “The Tell-Tale Heart.”  Considered by many to be the 

          father of the American detective story.  Certainly a poetic genius.

21. Nathaniel Hawthorne—well-known New England writer—The Scarlet Letter
22. Herman Melville—the author of Moby Dick, Billy Budd, etc.  Known for his

          tales featuring the sea and sailors and for how his writings always focused

          on the struggle between good and evil.

Chapter 16

1. Read the section on cotton—the primary market for southern cotton in the 1860’s 

          was England.

2. By 1860, 75% of the southern population did NOT own slaves.  More than ½ of the

          ones who did  owned fewer than four slaves.

3. Read the section on the free blacks—p. 356—357

4. Sojourner Truth—a freed black woman from New York who became the leading 

          advocate of women’s and slaves’ rights;  she moved audiences to tears with 

          her speeches begging for emancipation of both groups

5. Very important abolitionists—Garrison, Douglass, and Sojourner Truth—all were

          also writers and lecturers

6. Garrison’s newspaper was The Liberator.

