The Story of the Alamo
Background and Description
     The Alamo, an old Franciscan mission, was the only possible location to use as a defensive position near the Texas territorial capital, San Antonio de Bexar.  There had already been a battle at San Antonio (this battle is usually called the Battle of

Bexar), and the Mexicans had been defeated.  The commanders for the Texans on the scene felt that there would be another attempt by the Mexicans to gain control of the area.  It was the only really important town in west Texas.  While Santa Anna wasted his time trying to capture San Antonio, the Texas army commander, Sam Houston, could have more time to raise an army to win independence.  So forces were put at the Alamo to defend San Antonio.

     The Alamo was a plaza measuring about the size of one and a half football

fields.  This plaza was lined with stone walls nine to twelve feet high.  Along the inside of the walls ran low buildings which had once housed Spanish soldiers, their workshops, guardhouses, and kitchens.  Beyond the barracks was a corral and a chapel.  It is the chapel which we all visualize nowadays when we hear the term,

“The Alamo.”  

From the pamphlet put out by the Daughters of the Republic of Texas:
     Unsheathing his sword during a lull in the virtually incessant bombardment, Colonel William Barret Travis drew a line on the ground before his battle-weary men.  In a voice trembling with emotion, he described the hopelessness of their plight, and said, “Those prepared to give their lives in freedom’s cause, come over to me.”  Without hesitation, every man, save one, crossed the line.  The one, Colonel James Bowie, stricken with pneumonia, asked that his cot be carried over.

    For the past twelve days, since February 23, when Travis had answered Mexican General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna’s surrender ultimatum with a cannon shot, the defenders had withstood the onslaught of an army which ultimately numbered 4,000 men.

    Committed to death inside the Alamo were 189 known patriots who valued freedom more than life itself.  Many, such as the 32 men and boys from Gonzales who had made their way through Mexican lines in answer to Travis’s plea for reinforcements, were colonists.  Theirs was a fight against Santa Anna’s intolerable laws.  Others were volunteers such as David Crockett and his “Tennessee Boys,” who owned nothing in Texas and owed nothing to it.  Theirs was a fight against tyranny and the love of a good fight.  A handful were native Texans of Spanish and Mexican descent who suffered under the same injustices as the colonists.  There were also about 20 women, children, and slaves.  Susanna Dickinson and her daughter were the only American women, although two Mexican women were sisters-in-law to Jim Bowie.

     Now, with ammunition and supplies all but exhausted, those who rallied to the Texas cause awaited the inevitable.  It came suddenly in the pre-dawn hours of March 6.  

     With bugles sounding the dreaded “Deguello” (no quarter to the defenders/take no prisoners of the soldiers), columns of Mexican soldiers attacked from all sides.  Twice repulsed, they then concentrated their third attack on the weaker north wall.

     After the battle, according to some historians, one of the Mexican commanders had captured a handful of the Alamo’s defenders.  He had promised them captivity, not death.  Santa Anna did not honor that promise and ordered them killed.  All bodies were buried in a mass grave.  

An excerpt from the letter Colonel Travis wrote on Feb. 23, which moves hearts even today:

“To the people of Texas and All Americans in the world---

 Fellow citizens and compatriots---

         I am besieged, by a thousand or more of the Mexicano under Santa Anna.  I have sustained a continual bombardment and cannonade for 24 hours and have not lost a man.  The enemy has demanded a surrender at discretion, or the garrison are to be put to the sword, if the fort is taken.  I have answered the demand with a cannon shot, and our flag still waves proudly on the walls.  I shall never surrender or retreat.  Then, I call on you in the name of Liberty, of patriotism, and everything dear to an American character, to come to our aid, with all dispatch—the enemy is receiving reinforcements daily and will not doubt increase to three or four thousand in four or five days.  If this call is neglected, I am determined to sustain myself as long as possible and die like a soldier who never forgets what is due to his own honor and that of his country—Victory or Death.
Leaders at the Alamo
William Barret Travis—born in South Carolina in 1809.  Practiced law before moving 


to Texas.  Became a lieutenant colonel early in the revolution.  Assumed full


command of the Alamo when Jim Bowie became ill.

James (Jim) Bowie—Born in Tennessee (the part that is now Kentucky) in 1795.  Was


an adventurer, Indian fighter, and was famous for his use of the “Bowie Knife.”


Lost his wife and children in a cholera epidemic, and moved west.  Held joint


command at the Alamo with Travis until stricken with pneumonia.

David Crockett—Born in Tennessee in 1786.  Was a frontiersman, soldier, and a TN


legislator twice, a U.S. Congressman three times.  Fought with Andrew Jackson.

James Butler Bonham—Born in South Carolina in 1807.  Was a lawyer, military man.


Was a captain at the Alamo and was sent by Travis to get reinforcements.


Returned through enemy fire to fight in the defense, knowing their situation


was hopeless.  Was considered Travis’s best friend.  

