SUMMARY OF MAJOR CIVIL WAR BATTLES

1.  Fort Sumter—April, 1861—considered the starting point of the Civil War fighting.

     
It was a federal fort in southern territory (the Carolinas had seceded).  The 


South wanted it, but the Federal govt. didn’t want to surrender it.  The


commander barricaded himself and his troops inside the fort, waiting for


reinforcements.  Once they ran out of food, the South fired on them for

  
thirty-four hours.  The fort surrendered.  No one was killed in the fighting at


all, but once the fighting ended, two were killed when a cannon went off

      
accidentally.

2.  The 1st Bull Run (also called Manassas)—July, 1861—a force under McClellan for

 
the Union fought a force under Jackson (and other generals) for the South.  


The battle was southwest of Washington, D.C.  The society of Washington, D.C.

          thought this would be “neat” to watch, so many came from the city and sat on


the hills to watch the battle.  They didn’t realize it would be so bloody and 


brutal.  The Confederates were at first losing, and then someone yelled, “Look

         at Jackson!  Standing like a stone wall!  Rally behind the Virginians!”  The 


Confederates were re-inspired and re-grouped and fought harder.  That is how

         Thomas Jackson got the nickname “Stonewall.”  The Confederates beat the 


Union in this battle, but were too exhausted to chase the Union.  So the Union

          forces were able to retreat without being wiped out.

3.  The Union was able to take over Fort Donelson and Fort Henry on the Tennessee


Cumberland Rivers in Feb., 1862.  This gave the Union a valuable foothold in

     
the South and also gave the Union control of two nice-sized rivers.

4.  Monitor v. Merrimac—These were two ironclads which fought each other in 


March, 1962.  The Monitor was the Union ship and the Merrimac was the 


Southern ship.  They were so equal that the battle is usually called a draw.


Neither could sink the other, but the Merrimac retreated first.

5.  The 2nd Bull Run (Manassas)—August, 1862—Pope’s forces for the Union fought


Lee’s forces for the South.  Once again it is a Southern victory.

6.  Antietam (also called Sharpsburg)—September, 1862—Lee was feeling confident


after winning Manassas, so he headed into Maryland.  A copy of Lee’s battle

       
plans were found by a Union private.  Still, the South did well against the 


North.  Some books call this battle a draw; some call it a victory for the North.


All call it the bloodiest single one battle  of the war.  There were huge 


casualties.

7.  Fredericksburg—December, 1862—also in Maryland—a big victory for the South.


The defeated Union general was Ambrose Burnside, from whom we got the


name “sideburns” for long facial hair.

8.  Pea Ridge (also called Elkhorn Tavern)—December, 1862—in Arkansas, near


Fayetteville—a victory for the North.

9.   Chancellorsville, Virginia—May 2-4, 1863—a victory for the South BUT on the


night of May 2, Stonewall Jackson was shot by his own men by mistake


(friendly fire) and died later.  His death was a huge loss to the South.  Lee


said he had lost his “right arm.”

10.  Vicksburg, Mississippi—began in the spring of 1863.  Control of the Miss. River


was a major priority of the Union.  Grant is given the job of taking Vicksburg,


one of the last cities on the River not under Union control.  Vicksburg was 


very hard to take.  Grant made several unsuccessful attempts before finally

 
surrounding Vicksburg and blocking any food from coming in.  The citizens


and soldiers in Vicksburg held out as long as they could, but got down to 


eating rats.  They surrendered on July 4, 1863.

11.  Gettysburg, Pennsylvania—July 1-3, 1863—Lee’s army moved into Pennsylvania,


the first time the South had moved into Northern territory.  His forces met the


Union’s unexpectedly at Gettysburg.  Very bloody, lots of casualties.  Small


battles such as Little Round Top, Cemetery Ridge, and Pickett’s Charge are


famous parts of the fighting at Gettysburg.  It was a big victory for the North,


and kept the South from going any further north.

12.  Chickamauga, Georgia and Chattanooga, Tennessee—both took place in Nov.,

 
1863.  They were both fought because the Union wanted control of the 


railroad in the area.  Chickamauga was a victory for the South, but the North


came back and won at Chattanooga.  Chattanooga is often called the “battle 


above the clouds” because much of the fighting took place on the tops of the


mountains and ridges there.

13.  The “Wilderness Campaign”—started in the summer and continued up to the 


winter of 1864.  This was a series of battles in the countryside of Virginia


between Lee’s and Grant’s men.  VERY bloody and neither side made any 


major gains.  Just succeeded in cutting each other up.  When winter came,

 
both sides retreated to the Richmond, VA area.

14.  Sherman’s March through Georgia (March To the Sea)—the fall of 1864—the


Union general Sherman cut a 60-mile-wide swath through Georgia, burning


and tearing up everything in his path.  He believed in using the theory of


“total warfare,” which was doing everything he could to destroy his enemies


and its morale, which would make the enemy give up quicker.  On his way


through Georgia, he burned Atlanta (remember the movie scene in “Gone


With the Wind”).

15.  Surrender at Appamatox Courthouse, Virgina—Lee surrendered his forces to


Grant on April 9, 1865, at the Wilmer McLean home in the village of 


Appamatox Courthouse.  There was still a little fighting in the area after this,


until the soldiers got the word, but this date is considered the end of the war.

