Thanksgiving Facts and Fallacies

BUCKLE

Fallacy:   Men wore buckles on their hats, shoes, and belts.


Fact:        Buckles didn’t come into fashion until several decades later.

CLOTHING COLORS

Fallacy:   Pilgrims always wore gray or black.


Fact:        Pilgrims occasionally wore gray or black on serious days of 



      worship.  Most of the other times, they wore brighter colors—



       reds, browns, greens, yellows, and even purples.

MAN’S COAT

Fallacy:   Men usually wore capes and long overcoats.


Fact:        Men wore capes and overcoats during rainy weather, but 



       usually wore something more practical—a short, close-fitting



       jacket called a doublet.

WOMEN’S APRON

Fallacy:   Women wore a narrow apron, shorter in length than their skirt,



       with a stitched-in pocket.


Fact:        Women usually wore a wide apron, usually the same length as their

                          skirt.  Their “pocket” was a draw-string cloth bag, tied on at the

                          waist.  Historians only recently determined that the bag was really

                          worn under the skirt, not outside, as artists usually draw.

MAN’S HAT

Fallacy:   Men wore the “sugar-loaf” hat, which was named for the cone shape



      that refined sugar was pressed into.


Fact:        Besides that hat, men also wore round—crowned hats and even caps.

WOMEN’S HAT

Fallacy:   Women wore a hat that looked like a cross between a close—fitting



       cap and a loose—fitting prairie bonnet with a turned-back rim.



       Their hair frequently hung loose below their waists.


Fact:        The prairie bonnet (sunbonnet) didn’t appear until a couple of 



       centuries later.  Women usually wore a close—fitting cap called

 

       a coif and kept their hair pinned up and tucked inside.

COLLARS AND CUFFS

Fallacy:   Men wore wide, squared-off collars and women wore wide, rounded,

                          or triangular collars.  Cuffs were wide.

    
Fact:        Men and women wore a wide variety of collar styles, from the simple

                         turned-down collars to complicated ruffs.  Cuffs were narrow.

THANKSGIVING FOOD

Fallacy:   Turkeys were large and plump.  Corn was served as popcorn and

                         corn on the cob.  Unbutchered, unskinned deer were cooked by 

                         hanging the entire body by the fetlocks over the fire.


Fact:        Wild turkeys were small and lean.  Popcorn wasn’t eaten in New

                         England:  the colonist there grew “flint” corn which could be eaten

                         on the cob in the summer while young, but by fall had to be 

                         removed from the cob and processed in order to be eaten.  The

                         Indians brought five deer to the feast, but these were skinned and

                         butchered before being roasted.

                              Other foods colonists would NOT have had at the first 



      Thanksgiving include:  apples and pears (not native to New 

                         England), potatoes (known only to botanists at that time), bread

                         baked in the shape of loaves, and cranberry sauce—berries, yes, 

                         but not sauce, because sugar was scarce then.  

FIREARMS

Fallacy:   Men carried a bell-mouthed gun called the blunderbuss.


Fact:        Men carried a straight-barreled gun.  A wide-mouth (bell-mouth)

                          gun cannot guide ammunition in a predictable path and would not

                          be practical for hunting.  Blunderbusses were riot-control guns

                          used in cities for dispersing crowds.  

