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POL SC 1113
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Landmark Supreme Court Cases
This project is designed to have you research and report on a major legal decision of the United State Supreme Court and discuss how it affected our society.
1. The paper should be approximately four pages, typed (computer or typewritten), double-spaced, one-inch margins, white paper, front side of the paper only, 12 to 14 font (IF the 14 font is not huge).

2. The project’s pages should be stapled together in the upper left corner.

3. You should have a title page with your name, the title of the paper, the class information on it.  Mrs. Butler in the library can help you with this during the day if I am not available.  

4. You should list your sources on a separate page.  I am NOT requiring a formal bibliography page, but you should still provide a list of sources, giving the title, the author (if there is one given), a web address, etc.
5. Choose a landmark case from the list below.  Discuss the following questions in your paper.  These questions do not include ALL that you could discuss—they are just the minimum of what you should discuss.  The questions are:  (a) what were the circumstances of the court case?  What happened to cause it to be an issue?  When?  Where?  How?  Why?  (b) What were the constitutional issues that were up for debate in this case?  (c) What were the main arguments for each side?  (d) What was the decision of the Court?  (e) What was the effect of the decision when it was made?  What is the effect today?  
6. A few suggested sources (there are many):

Go to the Eastern library page (www.eosc.edu/library) and click on “reference.”  Then click on “Mountain Cat” and click on “Political Science/Law”.  There you will find several useful sites on the government.  
In the library reference area (cannot be checked out but may be photocopied):

     Encyclopedia of American Government, American Law, Women’s Rights on Trial, The      
    Supreme Court A To Z, West’s Encyclopedia of American Law, A Guide to the Supreme

   Court, Great American Court Cases, Historic U.S. Court Cases

There are also many books on these court cases that you can check out.  Don’t forget the traditional encyclopedias (like World Book) will have information too.
COURT CASES TO CHOOSE FROM:  (choose one to research and write on)

     Furman v. Georgia,  McCullough v. Maryland,  Marbury v. Madison,  Plessy v. Ferguson,

    Brown v. Board of Education,  Miranda v. Arizona,  Tinker v. DesMoines,  New Jersey v. TLO,

    Roe v. Wade,  Engel v. Vitale
