POL SC 1113

AMERICAN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

This course is the study of the constitution and the framework of the federal government.

The objectives of this course are that the students will: be able to evaluate the impact of individuals on the structure and process of government as related to local, state, and national government and the political process; demonstrate an understanding of the basic rights and responsibilities of citizenship; study the Constitution, the need for law and government, due process and individual rights; demonstrate an understanding of the impact of government on the lives of Oklahomans and how they can affect change in the interrelationship between laws and individual freedoms; demonstrate an understanding of the concept of separation of power and describe its effect on the branches of the government of the United States; demonstrate an understanding of the political system, by demonstrating knowledge of the election process, the characteristics of political parties, special interest groups and the media; be able to describe how the ethnic and cultural diversity of the American people affect the political and governmental systems;  demonstrate an understanding of a citizen’s responsibility to the community.
Mr. Chris Butler, Instructor/ Department Chairman, History and Political Science

Office hours as posted on office door

Office: Baker Hall 117

Phone: 465-1774

E-mail: cwbutler@eosc.edu
The required text for this class is American Government: Power and Purpose, 8th edition by Lowi, Ginsburg and Shepsle. Students will also need to purchase a Scanton form           # 889-E from the bookstore for each of the tests. 
A student will be graded on the following three areas: testing, outside assignments (as determined by the instructor) and attendance.  Test grades average will comprise 80 % of the total points; outside assignments 10%; attendance 10%. Grading will be on a 10 point scale for the letter grade assignment (100 to 89.5 = A, 89.5 to 79.5 = B, etc.).  The following formula will be used to calculate the final grade: the average of all test scores multiplied by eight plus 100 points possible points for outside assignment plus 100 points possible from attendance equals 1000 divided by 10 for a percentage.  For example a test average of 83x 8 = 664 + 90(outside assignments) + 100 (attendance) = 854 divided by 10 = final score of 85.4. To receive 100 points for attendance, a student may miss no more than 1 night in a night class, 3 times in a MWF class and 2 times in a TuTh class.  Writing projects will not only be graded for content, but will also be graded for composition and grammar errors. Tests will be made up only in extenuating circumstances.  If the test is approved to be made up, it will be at the convenience of the instructor or on the final exam day.  Tests may be comprised of items from the book, lecture, and related outside resources.  Pop quizzes and in-class daily work may not be made up.  Outside assignments with specific due dates will not be accepted late except in extenuating circumstances as determined by the instructor. 
As the instructor considers attendance to be an important component of the learning process, a student is rewarded in the grading system for attendance. It also should behoove a student to attend so that he or she will have access to lecture material that he or she is responsible for. The student is responsible for lecture material as well as any other information that might be given out by the instructor. A student is also expected to be on time for class.  Therefore 2 tardies will be counted as an absence for the purpose of grading. Classes start at 10 minutes after the hour or as prescribed in the college schedule.  If a student must come in late, she or he must do so as not to disturb their classmates.  A student is also expected to come to class prepared for the day’s work (having read the chapter) and prepared to take part in any discussion. Absences due to school-related events will only be excused if the instructor is notified before the absence by the coach/ sponsor.  AW’s (Administrative Withdrawal) will only be given to those students who never attend any class meeting.  It is the student’s responsibility to come to class and to follow the withdrawal policy procedures as printed in the college catalog and the Student Handbook if he or she has excessive absences or has stopped coming to class.  
Eastern’s student conduct code, found in the Student Handbook, specifically prohibits “cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty.” Students are expected to do their own assignments and to discourage the sharing/cheating of work.  Cheating will not be tolerated and could result in serious consequences, including possible dismissal form the class or the college.  Plagiarism (the use of another’s work and claiming it as one’s own) is not tolerated and could also result in serious consequences.  Consequences and procedures are outlined in the Student Handbook.
The faculty, staff and administration at Eastern Oklahoma State College will adhere to the policies as set in the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) and are committed to making all reasonable accommodations for all qualified students with disabilities.  It is however the student’s responsibility to turn in all proper documentation to the Dean of Student’s office outlining needs.  This documentation must be established before any accommodations can be done by the instructor or made in the classroom.  Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details or contact the Dean of Students.
Students will be expected to maintain a level of decorum that is set by the rules of the college and the instructor. To that end the following are rules that will be applied in this instructor’s classroom; cell phones and pagers will be turned off or on vibrate (in cases cleared by the instructor); males may not wear hats, caps or other head coverings in the classroom; trash will deposited in the proper container; no tobacco products in the classroom, no seeds (sunflower or otherwise) will be consumed in the classroom; and in discussions, students should be considerate of each other on a personal level.
Please feel free to ask questions. The only stupid question is the one you do not ask.
