sastern Ag Faculty Bio

Andrew Anderson
Agriculture Instructor, Livestock Judging Coach and Farm Manager
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g A Message to Students
Agriculture is more than farming, it's the backbone of food, fiber, and energy in our world. At Eastern, you'll
gain skills you’ll use every day: from judging livestock and evaluating meat cuts, to mastering leadership,
critical thinking, and problem solving. My philosophy is simple: the more you invest in hands-on, in the field, in
discussions, the more you’ll gain. Whether you plan a career in agriculture or simply want to understand how
the world works around you, your time here will equip you with knowledge that lasts a lifetime.

Background & Career Journey

I’'m originally from Caney, Kansas, and grew up on my family’s purebred show-pig operation. In the barn, the
show ring, and alongside my father’s livestock judging teams, | developed a deep passion for animal science
from an early age. | was active in 4-H and FFA, competing in multiple projects and judging teams that pushed
me to grow.

In my junior year of high school, our team qualified for the Royal Highland Show judging contest in Scotland—
an experience that broadened my horizons and built connections around the world. That opportunity helped
lead me to Northern Oklahoma College, where | started my collegiate career. Subsequently, | transferred to
Kansas State University, earning a B.S. in Animal Science. While at K-State, | competed on their livestock
judging team and served as an assistant coach under Chris Mullinix for the 2022 and 2023 seasons.

In December 2023, | was appointed Head Livestock Judging Coach at Eastern, building on my prior service as
assistant coach and agriculture instructor.

My Role at Eastern
At Eastern, | wear several hats—all centered on giving students immersive, real-world experience:

e Agriculture Instructor: | teach courses like Live Animal Evaluation, Beef Cattle Management, Ranch
Management Seminars, Internships, and Animal Science.

e Head Livestock Judging Coach: | lead and mentor a competitive team of 20-30 students annually,
preparing them for national contests. | am always looking for that next new judging talent to push our
team to new heights.

e Farm & Production Oversight: | assist as Ranch/Farm Management Specialist, overseeing our
college cowherd, collaborating with industry partners, and spearheading enhancements to our farm
infrastructure.

e Program Growth & Partnerships: | focus on expanding ag opportunities, connecting with producers,
and creating bridges between students and the industry.

Teaching Philosophy

| believe education should do more than deliver facts—it should inspire growth, build character, and make
learning relevant. My aim is to cultivate a classroom and farm environment where all students feel respected
yet challenged and supported, and ready to succeed beyond college. | emphasize connecting theory to
industry practices, encouraging critical thinking, and helping each student find their unique path in agriculture.

Why Choose the Eastern Livestock/Judging Program?
Eastern’s agriculture division is more than theory—it’s action. Our livestock judging team travels nationally to
top shows and operations to sharpen students’ skills. Eastern’s farm is a 4,000-acre living laboratory—students
gain hands-on experience in cattle operations, forage systems, and experimental trials.
By being part of this program, you'll get:

o Direct mentorship from instructors who've judged and coached at top-tier programs

e Opportunities to compete nationally and build a network in the agricultural community

e Involvement in farm management projects, trials, and production programs

e A steppingstone to careers in production, extension, agribusiness, graduate study, and more




Personal Life

My wife Kennedy and | live in Wilburton, Oklahoma. We are expecting our first child in October 2025. We're big
fans of Kansas State sports and the Dallas Cowboys. When I’'m not teaching or on campus, | stay involved in
livestock showing, judging, and industry events to stay current and continually bring relevant experience back
to my students.

Contact:

Andrew Anderson

Agriculture Instructor / Head Livestock Judging Coach
Eastern Oklahoma State College

Baker Hall 101, Wilburton, OK 74578

Phone: (918) 465-1719

Email: aanderson@eosc.edu
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