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A Message to Students 

Eastern is where tradition meets innovation—and where your journey in agriculture begins. Here, you’ll have 
the chance to grow not just crops and livestock, but your future and your impact on the world around you. 
Agriculture is more than planting and harvesting; it’s science, technology, sustainability, business, and 
stewardship. 
Whether your interests are in animal science, agronomy, agribusiness, or sustainability, your education at 
Eastern is the first step toward solving real challenges like food security, water management, and climate 
resilience. With hands-on labs, greenhouses, judging teams, and internships, you’ll gain practical skills that 
extend far beyond the classroom. 
 
Background & Career Journey 
I grew up in Libertytown, Maryland, where livestock became a central part of my life. My path led me west to 
Northern Oklahoma College, where I earned an associate degree and competed on a nationally recognized 
livestock judging team. From there, I continued to Texas A&M in College Station, earning my Bachelor’s 
degree in Animal Science with a focus on small ruminant nutrition. After college, I worked in Waco, Texas, as a 
traveling sales representative for a livestock supply company. But my true passion has always been working 
with students and livestock—so I found my way to Eastern Oklahoma State College, where I can combine 
both. 
 
My Role at Eastern 
At Eastern, I serve as Outreach Coordinator, instructor and assistant livestock judging coaches. My work 
focuses on: 

• Recruiting – Building relationships with students and families who are ready to make Eastern their next 
step. 

• Expansion – Helping Eastern grow by supporting new programs and opportunities for students. 
• Teaching & Coaching – Guiding students in the classroom, on judging teams, and through hands-on 

agricultural experiences. 
One of my long-term goals is to develop a program in small ruminant production here at Eastern, sharing the 
knowledge I’ve gained with future generations of producers.  Coming this spring 2026 I will be leading the 
students in a special topics class on small ruminants! 
 
Teaching Philosophy 
I believe students learn best when they’re actively involved. That means tying classroom concepts to real-world 
agriculture—whether in the field, the barn, or through competitions. My goal is to prepare you not just with 
knowledge, but with the confidence and skills to succeed in your career, your community, and your life. 
 
Personal Life 
Livestock has always been at the heart of my family. Growing up, my parents, brothers, and I showed animals 
at state and national levels, which opened countless doors for us. Eventually, we started our own club lamb 
operation to give other kids the same opportunities we had. Today, that operation continues, helping youth 
develop their own livestock projects and pursue their agricultural dreams. 
 
Contact 
Mark Chaney 
Outreach Coordinator – Eastern Oklahoma State College 
Baker Hall 101, Wilburton, OK 74578 
Phone: (240) 457-3889 
Email: mchaney@eosc.edu  
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