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4 “Even after decades in this field, | still learn something new each season—whether it's
forest regeneratlon prescribed burns, or riparian buffer design—and | bring that curiosity into my classroom.
Whether I’'m walking students through TSI (timber stand improvement) practices or riverbank restoration in the
field, my goal is always the same: helping students translate textbook principles into real-world forest and
watershed outcomes.”

A Message to Students

I’'m in my 39th year in association with Eastern currently serving as an adjunct professor of forestry/natural
resources. It has been an honor and privilege to have such a long tenure at Eastern. I'm still as passionate
today as | was in my first years of teaching in sharing my knowledge and the experience | have gained through
my career with students. Eastern has a long history of producing graduates who have gone on and become
successful leaders in the various agricultural industries. | am proud to be able to continue in that tradition.

Background & Career Journey

A native of Talihina, Oklahoma, I'm a proud Eastern alum receiving my A.S. degree in forest management in
1980. | earned a B.S. degree in forest management in 1982 and a M.S. degree in forest resources/botany in
1984 from Oklahoma State University. My early career included employment as a forest technician with the
BIA and Oklahoma Division of Forestry at Talihina, OK in 1985 and 1986. | was asked to join the faculty at
Eastern during the fall of 1986. During my tenure at Eastern | served as Forestry Department Chairman and as
the Dean of Agriculture from 2013 until my retirement in 2019. | am currently the District Forester with
Oklahoma Forestry Services in Wilburton and serve as adjunct professor of forestry/natural resources at
Eastern.

My Role at EOSC

As Professor Emeritus and Adjunct, | have the best of both worlds, to continue to lead instruction in the forestry
courses such as: BOT 2134 Dendrology, BOT 2134L Dendrology Lab, FOREST 2123 Timber Harvesting,
FOREST 2123L Timber Harvesting, and AG 2013 Ecology of Natural Resources but serve in other roles as
well as my favorite with my grandchildren.

Teaching Philosophy

| have taught all the forestry courses at Eastern since 1986. | have also taught courses in Agriculture
Computers, Soil Science, Crop Production, Agriculture Communications, Agriculture Orientation,
Environmental Science, and Botany. | have always tried to incorporate the different learning styles of students
in my courses through lecture, visual materials, and hands-on exercises. | was fortunate to be able to utilize
the forest on the College Farm throughout the years to supplement the curriculum with real world experiences
that students would be exposed to throughout their careers.

Personal Life

| have been married to my wife, Christine, for 43 years. We have a small acreage north of Wilburton where we
raised our three children. While growing up our children were actively involved in 4-H and FFA. We raised
show pigs and show goats for them to show and to sell a few. We currently have seven grandchildren who we
love to spend time with. When not working we enjoy camping, fishing, and gardening.
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