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A Message to Students 
Eastern Oklahoma State College played a major role in shaping my path in agriculture, and it is an 
honor to now serve as a faculty member helping the next generation of students discover their place 
in the industry. I believe strongly in hands-on learning and in preparing students for real careers in 
agriculture, whether that means working in the livestock industry, entering the meat processing 
workforce, transferring to a university, or returning to their family operations with new skills and 
knowledge.  
 
At Eastern, students gain real-world experience through programs like our meat processing lab, 
judging teams, and applied agriculture courses. My goal is to help students build confidence, develop 
practical skills, and discover the many opportunities available in the agriculture industry. 
 
Background & Career Journey 
From just a few towns over, Kolby Cato hails from McAlester, Oklahoma. He grew up on a cow/calf 
operation where his family focuses on producing high-quality cattle and assisting 4-H and FFA 
exhibitors with show cattle projects. Growing up in this environment instilled in him a strong work ethic 
and a deep appreciation for livestock production and youth involvement in agriculture. After 
graduating from high school, Kolby attended Eastern Oklahoma State College where he quickly 
became involved in campus life. He was an active member of the Soil Judging Team, participated in 
the highly respected Stocker Program, and was honored as Homecoming King—demonstrating both 
leadership and school spirit. 
 
Kolby continued his education at Oklahoma State University where he earned his degree in 
Agricultural Education. Following his time at OSU, he returned to Eastern Oklahoma State College to 
further develop his skills through certification in Meat Animal Science and Processing. His journey 
reflects the full-circle impact of Eastern’s hands-on agricultural education. 
 
My Role at EOSC 
As Instructor of Meat Processing & Food Safety, Kolby teaches courses that prepare students for 
careers in the meat science and livestock industries. He works closely with students in the meat 
processing laboratory where they gain practical experience in animal harvesting, carcass fabrication, 
food safety procedures, and value-added meat product development. 
 
Kolby also serves as coach of the Soil Judging Team, mentoring students as they develop technical 
soil evaluation skills and compete in regional and national contests. During his time as a faculty 
member, he has helped coach a National Champion Soil Judging Team, contributed to equipment 
upgrades in the meat processing program, increased student enrollment, and serves as advisor for 
the Aggie Club. 
Working alongside colleagues Charles Sorrell and Marty Choate, Kolby continues to expand 
opportunities for students through experiential learning and workforce preparation in the meat 
processing field. 
 
Teaching Philosophy 



Kolby believes the most effective agricultural education happens through hands-on experience and 
real-world application. His classes emphasize practical skill development, teamwork, and 
leadership—preparing students to enter the agriculture industry with confidence and technical 
competence. 
Through judging teams, laboratory instruction, and industry engagement, he encourages students to 
challenge themselves, grow as leaders, and take pride in the agricultural traditions that shape rural 
communities. 
 
 
Personal Life 
When Kolby is not on campus or traveling with students to judging contests, he can often be found 
attending cattle shows, working in the hayfield, or checking cattle on his family’s ranch in McAlester. 
He also enjoys sharing all of this with his newly wed wife and partner in agriculture adventures – 
Raylyn Cato.  Agriculture remains for this couple as both their profession and his way of life. 
 
Contact: 
Kolby Cato 
Baker Hall 107 
Office: 918-465-1785 
Cell: 918-424-9218 
Email: kcato@eosc.edu 
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