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I’m honored to serve as the Dean of Agriculture at Eastern Oklahoma State College beginning August 1, 2025. 
I chose to come to Eastern because its mission and setting align perfectly with my own: preparing students 
through practical, real-world experiences that build confidence, purpose, and careers in agriculture. EOSC is 
more than just a college—it’s a place where students are known by name, where learning is hands-on, and 
where opportunities stretch far beyond the classroom. 

A Message to Students 
My passion has always been connecting students to agricultural education that changes lives. I believe deeply in 
regenerative agriculture and homesteading within natural systems—working with the land in ways that restore 
soil health, enhance biodiversity, and produce nutrient-rich food. 
At Eastern, you won’t just sit in a classroom; you’ll be out on the land, in the barns, greenhouses, forests, and 
labs—gaining the skills, confidence, and experiences that will shape your future. Whether your dream is to run 
your own farm or ranch, transfer to a university, or step straight into the ag industry, Eastern will give you the 
tools and the network to get there. Here, we believe in cultivating growth, creating futures, and changing 
lives—and I’m excited to help you do all three. 
 
Background & Career Journey 
A native of Hallsville, Texas, I earned my B.S. in Animal Science from Stephen F. Austin State University in 
1993 and my M.S. in Poultry Science from the University of Arkansas in 1995. My early career included 
management roles with Campbell Soup Company, ConAgra, and General Mills. One of my most impactful 
experiences came when I stepped away from corporate life (2000–2006) to become a full-time wife and mother 
on a commercial cattle ranch in Kansas—immersing myself in the rhythms of ranching, homesteading, and 
natural land stewardship. 
From 2012–2025, I served as Director of Agriculture at Northeast Texas Community College (NTCC) in Mount 
Pleasant, TX. During my tenure, I helped shape and grow the regenerative agriculture program, blending a 
sustainable market farm with a commercial cow/calf operation. I also oversaw programs housed in the Elizabeth 
Hoggatt Whatley Agriculture Complex—a state-of-the-art, LEED Platinum facility funded through grants. 
Under my leadership, NTCC expanded to offer Texas’ first sustainable agriculture degree options in 2013. 
 
My Role at EOSC 
As Dean of Agriculture, I provide leadership for programs in Animal Science, Agronomy, Forestry & Natural 
Resources, Agricultural Education, Pre-Veterinary, Meat Processing & Food Safety, Ranch Management, and 
Horticulture. I also oversee EOSC’s 4,000-acre working farm, forest areas, greenhouses, and meat processing 
plant—ensuring they remain safe, innovative, and central to our hands-on learning mission. 
 
My work focuses on: 

• Academic Leadership & Curriculum Development – Strengthening programs that prepare students 
for transfer or the workforce. 

• Facility & Operations Oversight – Guiding the use and care of farms, labs, and greenhouses. 
• Student Engagement – Mentoring students, coaching competitive teams, and building leadership skills. 
• Industry Partnerships – Connecting with agricultural stakeholders to open doors for students. 
• Faculty Development – Supporting a collaborative, innovative teaching environment. 



Teaching Philosophy 
I’ve taught courses ranging from Hay, Forage, and Pasture Management to Ag Communication, Horticulture, 
Food Science, Small Farming, Integrated Pest Management, Soil and Water Conservation, Greenhouse 
Management, and more. My teaching style blends classroom knowledge with real-world application, rooted in 
regenerative principles, natural resource conservation, and the practical skills that employers demand. 
As I often say: “There is never a day in my life that you will hear me say that I’m bored! The harvest is great in 
the field of ag education, and employers are reaping the benefits of hiring our students.” 
 
Personal Life 
My husband Tim and I, married for 32 years, are relocating our TR Ranch—home to our cattle and goat 
herds—to Oklahoma. We look forward to continuing our ranching lifestyle and our commitment to 
regenerative, natural systems while serving the students and community at EOSC. 
 
Contact 
Rene’ McCracken 
Dean of Agriculture – Eastern Oklahoma State College 
Baker Hall 100, Wilburton, OK 74578 
Phone: (918) 434-1727 
Email: rmccracken@eosc.edu 
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