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Jade Edwards
Agriculture Instructor & Meat Judging Coach
Eastern Oklahoma State College — Wilburton, OK

A Message to Students

Agriculture is about more than production—it’s the art and science of feeding people, supporting
communities, and advancing quality and innovation. At Eastern, you’ll gain knowledge you can use
in real life: from understanding meat science and food safety to developing sharp critical-thinking, communication, and
leadership skills. | believe your best learning happens when you roll up your sleeves and engage with real-world
problems. If you're curious, driven, and ready to work, Eastern will provide you the tools that last a lifetime.

Background & Academic Journey

| grew up in the Flint Hills of Kansas, on a family-run stocker-calf operation. My upbringing gave me an early appreciation
for animal science and meat production. | went on to earn my B.S. in Animal Science in 2022 and M.S. in Meat Science in
2024 from Oklahoma State University. While at OSU, | was a member of the 2021 Meat Judging Team and later served
as coach for the 2022 and 2023 Meat Judging Teams. | also conducted applied research on beef quality, helping translate
lab findings into practical outcomes for producers and processors. My next step brought me to join the faculty at Eastern
in Fall 2023.

My Role at Eastern
At EOSC, I strive to bring both depth and opportunity to students in meat, food science, and animal science programs:
¢ Instructor: | teach courses in Meat Science, Food Science, and Animal Science. | blend lectures and lab
instructions to mirror commercial meat processing and industry standards.
e Meat Judging Coach & Coordinator: | lead and organize the meat judging team, preparing students to evaluate
carcasses and cuts and compete at top venues. See below for more information about the judging team!
e Agriculture Ambassador Program Lead: | oversee this student-led program to promote leadership, professional
development, and recruitment efforts in the Ag division.

Eastern’s Meat Judging Team: Heritage & Recent Success

Eastern has a storied tradition in meat judging, claiming 9 national championship titles to date. Under my leadership, the
team won a national title at the Cargill High Plains contest in 2023. The meat judging team is home to numerous All-
American award winners. Since stepping into the coaching position, EOSC has won the National Western, Ft. Worth,
South Plains, Beef Empire Days, and the Cargill High Plains contests with many more to come.

These successes exemplify the hard work, discipline, and talent of our students—and they reflect the commitment we
have to maintaining excellence in agricultural education at Eastern. Students in the meat judging program learn to
evaluate beef, pork, and lamb, work under timed constraints, deliver reasoned arguments for their decisions, and compete
in real plants and processing facilities. Beyond technical skills, meat judging builds decision-making, time management,
composure, and confidence—all skills that serve in any career path.

Teaching Philosophy

| believe teaching is a partnership. My goal is to empower students to ask questions, test ideas, and grow—not just in
knowledge, but as professionals. | aim to create a classroom and lab environment where everyone is challenged,
supported, and respected. | tie theory directly to industry, encouraging students to see how what they learn here applies
to real meat processing, food safety, and production systems.

Why Join EOSC’s Meat & Ag Program?

Eastern’s meat judging team travels to the nation’s largest meat processing facilities to enhance students’ learning
experiences. Our on-campus meat lab provided students with hands-on, real-world experience in meat processing. By
joining Eastern’s program, you’ll benefit from:

Mentorship from faculty with both research and industry experience

Opportunities to compete nationally and travel to major meat processing centers

Hands-on labs, industry-style training, and exposure to commercial operations

Scholarships and travel support for judging team members

A pathway into careers in animal science, meat processing, quality assurance, food safety, extension, or further
study

Eastern’s meat judging team regularly competes at prestigious contests including the National Western (Greeley, CO),
Southwestern (Fort Worth, TX), South Plains (Hereford, TX), Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo (Houston, TX), Beef




Empire Days (Garden City, KS), American Royal (Omaha, NE), and Cargill High Plains (Friona, TX). Contact me about
the opportunities available for you!

Personal Life

Outside of work | enjoy being as active as possible in my family’s stocker calf operation, listening to live music, traveling,
and spending time outdoors. Additionally, | am an avid sports fan and attend as many OSU Cowboys and Dallas Stars
games as my schedule allows. Above all, | am always looking for the newest member of the EOSC Meat Judging Team. |
sincerely enjoy the tight knit community that Eastern and Wilburton have provided me with.

Contact:

Jade Edwards

Agriculture Instructor & Meat Judging Coach
Eastern Oklahoma State College

Baker Hall 103, Wilburton, OK 74578

Office Phone: (918) 465-1789

Email: jedwards3@eosc.edu
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