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Heavy Equipment Safety

1. Conduct Pre-Operational Ins ections
Before starting up any heavy equipment, it's
crucial to conduct a thorough pre-oper-
ational inspection. This ensures the
machinery is in proper working condition
and prevents potential accidents due to
faulty equipment.

« Check Fluid Levels: Hydraulic oil, en-
gine oil, transmission fluid, and coolant
should all be at appropriate levels.

o Inspect Tires/Tracks: Check for wear,
tear, or damage.

o Examine Hydraulic Systems: Look for
leaks or cracks in hydraulic hoses.

« Test Lights and Alarms: Ensure all

safety alarms, horns, and lights are

functioning.

2. Proper Training and Certification

Heavy machiner

: y should only b

trained and cerfified ind i OPerated by
should includ(t:;mﬂed Individuals. Training

* Understandi i
e nding equipment controls and

* Readinga i
e g nd comprehending operator

* Recognizing and avoiding hazards.

3. Follow Safe Operating Procedures

Implementing and adhering to safe oper-

ating procedures is key to preventing

accidents.

o Seat Belts: Always wear them to prevent
injuries during unexpected movements.

o Speed Control: Operate machinery at
appropriate speeds to maintain control.

« Load Limits: Do not exceed the recom-
mended load limits.

« Stabilization: Ensure machinery is

stabilized before operation (.g., lower-

ing outriggers or using wheel chocks).

4. Establish Clear C i
ommunicati
Clear communicati -
busHy mci,ne sites.
* Hand Signals: Use st i
signals for directions, andardized hand
* Two-Way Radios: Ensure radios are

functioning properly f ‘
0
communicationF.) yioreffectve

¢ Spotters: Use i
and fight space:. spotter for blind spots

on is crucial, especially on

5. Maintain a Safe Operating Environment

The operating environment plays a sig-

nificant role in machinery safety.

« Clear Obstacles: Remove obstacles from
operating paths.

« Signage: Use warning signs to alert
others to potential hazards.

« Weather Conditions: Avoid operating in
extreme weather conditions, especially

high winds or storms.

6. Implement Lockout/Tagout Procedures

When servicin intaini
g or maintain inery:
* Lockout: Ensure the equipmgnTgChmery.
. _(It_gr;pletteR/ shut down.
out: Attach warning tags to i
others that the equipment ig undlg;‘orm
maintenance.

1. W
Despite all precautions, emer-
gencies can still occur. Be pre-
pared with:

« Emergency Stops: Know the
location of emergency stop
switches.

« First Aid Kits: Have first aid
kits readily available.

« Emergency Contacts: Main-
tain a list of emergency con-

tacts and procedures.
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