Oklahoma Buck Test 2017

Freking’s Perspective:
Test Start Date- July 7, 2017. (Example data)
We will try to list the animals in last name Order and then by Test ID. Clarification: If you were a producer that was lucky enough to get 2 head in
the test the animal highlighted in yellow was designated as the “Herdsman” award animal. All bucks will be eligible for high ADG and Low FEC
status.

When the Bucks arrived on June 23 we processed everything and collected a fecal egg count. Based on those values they were placed in groups
designated as High or Low. During this first 7 days the strategy was to try to keep all animals shedding eggs in a similar pasture trap
environment based on the High or Low groups in adjacent pens during the adaption period. The next 7 days all goats in the two groups were
comingled and transported to the test site and allowed further adaptation.
On July 7, 2017 goats were weighed and scored using the 5 point scoring system (above). In the past the Dag score was a pretty good indicator
of stress. This group of bucks have adapted pretty quickly and we hope the trend will be for continued growth. You should also notice a column
titled FEC(RT) which is the fecal egg count reduction test. This basically indicates the effectiveness of the deformers’. Companies and
veterinarians would love to see 95% or better outcomes. As most of you know this doesn’t always occur and sometimes a low count on arrival
doesn’t give a 95%+ effectiveness based on potential previous management.
I think we should probably look at the group as an indicator of the potential resistance to deformers’ and not so much individual animals for
FEC(RT) which in this case our overall average was 84% of those that had a reduction. We did have 11 of 53 head actually increase in counts
after deworming and are not included in the 84%. As a reference 10 of 49 head had similar results in year 2016.
Normally parasitologist talk about that 30% portion of the herd are the animals to keep an eye on and it will be interesting to see how these 11
head progress through the test.
Again, I enjoy your commitment as producers and hope this test will be valuable to you.
Brian Freking

